
IMPROVING THE 
PROFESSION THROUGH   
BOARD CERTIFICATION

Specialty board certification in psychology since 1947
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Why should you get board-certified
through ABPP?

• MOBILITY. Whether it’s moving to a different state 
or providing tele-health services, board certification 
facilitates license mobility in most states.

• STAND OUT. Board certification 
can help you stand out among 
other psychologists in the field 
and provide you with helpful 
resources.

• COMPETENCY. Certification 
by ABPP demonstrates that 
a psychologist has met the 
standards and possesses the 
principal skills required in their 
specialty.

• PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS. 
Many consider board 
certification as a minimum 
standard in their field. 
Board certification through 
ABPP demonstrates that a 
psychologist is competent to 
practice in their specialty.

• CAREER OPPORTUNITIES. In some specialties, 
board certification in psychology distinguishes 
you in the job market and enhances career 
advancement potential.

START NOW.
If you are looking for the next step in your 
professional career, consider board certification. 
The process for becoming board certified is 
simpler than ever before. While applicants will 
go through a rigorous peer-review process 

to ensure they meet the 
principal standards required 
in a specialty, ABPP has 
streamlined the process, 
making each step more 
efficient and clearer for 
applicants to complete in a 
shorter time.

FIND YOUR SPECIALTY.
Board certification 
distinguishes you as a 
specialist. It affirms to your 
patients, peers, and the public 
that you have demonstrated 
specialty practice through your 
education, experience, and 
successful examination.

Stand out as a specialist in psychology

It is not the 
exceptional specialist 
who should be board 

certified, but the 
specialist who is  

not board certified  
who should be 
the exception.

- RUSS BENT, PhD, ABPP,  
former Executive Officer of ABPP

BENEFITS 

Demonstrate it with Board Certification

Affirm your professional 
identity as a specialist while 
facilitating inter-jurisdictional 

licensing and practice 
mobility. Distinguish yourself 
from other psychologists in 
the job market and improve 

your job security.

Serve as a role-model to 
students, trainees, and 

colleagues. Affirm psychology’s 
emphasis on life-long learning 
and professional development. 

Set standards for specialty 
practice and allow for public 
recognition of specialization.

Protect consumers 
through peer review and 

quality assurance of 
professional services. 

Reduce credential 
confusion and help 

consumers identify highly 
competent specialists.

Board certification serves the practitioner, the profession, and the public.

The clearest and most responsible way for a psychologist to represent herself/himself/themselves to the
public, third-parties, and the profession as a specialist is to be certified through an organized peer process as
meeting the standards and demonstrating the competencies required in the specialty. ABPP is the only nonprofit
professional unitary organization with multiple specialty board quality controls recognized by the
profession as certifying specialty practitioners in psychology.

PRACTITIONER PROFESSION PUBLIC

SPECIALIZATION IS THE EXPECTATION
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GENERIC REQUIREMENTS
• Licensure as a psychologist at the  

independent doctoral level

• Doctoral degree from a program a 
program accredited by the American 
Psychological Association/Canadian 
Psychological Association

• APA/CPA accredited internship 

STEPS TO BOARD CERTIFICATION

Assessing Competency in  
BOARD 
CERTIFICATION

ABPP offers $0 application fees for Training Directors and already Board Certified Specialists.  
Please go to https://apps.abpp.org to learn more about submitting your application.

ABPP offers various application types to  
fit a variety of professional circumstances.

REGULAR
• Licensure as a psychologist at the independent 

doctoral level.

• Doctoral degree from an APA/CPA accredited 
program

• APA/CPA accredited internship or equivalent year  
of supervised experience

• Application Fee $125

SENIOR*
• Licensure as a psychologist at the independent 

doctoral level 15+ years
• Doctoral degree from an APA/CPA accredited 

program
• APA/CPA accredited internship or equivalent  

year of supervised experience
• Application Fee $125
*Please note that not all boards offer this option.

EARLY ENTRY
• Students or graduates who are not yet licensed as a 

psychologist at the independent, doctoral level
• Must either be a student in, or have graduated 

from, an APA/CPA accredited doctoral program in 
psychology

• Application Fee $25

EARLY CAREER PSYCHOLOGIST
• Earned your doctoral degree no more than 10 years 

ago
• Licensure as a psychologist at the independent 

doctoral level
• Doctoral degree from an APA/CPA accredited 

program
• APA/CPA accredited internship or equivalent year 

of supervised experience
• Application Fee $65

APPLICATION TYPES  
AND INFORMATION

Apply:  
apps.abpp.org

Generic  
Credentials Review

Specialty  
Credentials Review

Written Exam for 
Forensic & Clinical 
Neuropsychology

1 2 3 4

Get CertifiedOral ExamPractice Sample 
Review

765
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SCHOLARSHIPS 
ABPP Foundation
The ABPP Foundation offers several scholarships to
encourage ABPP board certification and to assist
applicants with the costs associated with applying 
for certification:

TRAINING DIRECTORS
Supported by APPIC, ABPP and the ABPP 
Foundation, this award is intended to encourage and 
support board certification among current directors 
or co-directors of a doctoral training program listed 
by APPIC as a Doctoral Program Associate (DPA) 
or an APPIC member internship or post-doctoral 
residency program in the U.S. or Canada.

EARLY CAREER PSYCHOLOGIST
This scholarship provides financial support for 
psychologists seeking ABPP board certification 
who earned their doctoral degree less than 10 years 
ago and who meet the criteria of their chosen ABPP 
specialty.

KASLOW FAMILY FUND
The Kaslow Family Fund scholarship supports 
psychologists pursuing board certification in Couples 
and Family Psychology, although the scholarship 
also is open to applicants in any ABPP specialty, with 
the proviso that their work sample is about a couple, 
nuclear family, or extended family and much of the 
applicants’ professional activity encompasses direct 
involvement in Couples and/or Families.

EILEEN GUPTON MEMORIAL
Established as a memorial scholarship fund in 
honor of the late Dr. Eileen Gupton, the scholarship 
supports specialty certification in Police & Public 
Safety Psychology, particularly by early career 
psychologists (those within 10 years of obtaining a 
doctoral degree).

WALTER KATKOVSKY FUND
Established by Dr. Walter Katkovsky, the purpose 
of the scholarship is to encourage and to support 
health service psychologists in applying for and 
becoming ABPP board certified in one of ABPP’s 
professional psychology specialties.

SPECIALTY BOARD/ACADEMIES
Specialty Boards and Academies offer a variety of 
scholarships, awards, and/or grants. Please refer 
to the specialty board/ academy websites for more 
details or contact the specialty board directly.

ABPP AWARDS
Please visit the ABPP website (www.abpp.org) 
to learn about financial awards for early career 
psychologists, contributions to diversity, and service 
to ABPP and/or other professional psychology 
organizations.

In a professional world that is not always equal and 
inclusive, ABPP board certification contributes an added 
level of professional recognition and excellence.

ABPP has endeavored to include multicultural guidelines 
adopted by the American Psychological Association into 
its examinations to ensure candidates are required to 
demonstrate a broad and deep knowledge base  
regarding diversity.

ABPP is committed to ADA requirements, and has 
implemented a comprehensive Accommodations Policy  
and funding that ensures equal participation of specialists 
with disabilities in all levels of examination and governance. 
It also ensures approved accommodations for examinations 
to enable equal access for any candidate with disability.

ABPP board certification provides an opportunity to 
participate and collaborate within a diverse professional 
community devoted to your specialty. Your specialty also 
provides an opportunity to participate as an examiner, 
mentor, committee member, or specialty board member. 
Often, these experiences enhance one’s professional  
career and esteem.
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MISSION 
STATEMENT
The American Board of 

Professional Psychology 
serves the public by 

promoting the provision 
of quality psychological 

services through the 
examination and 

certification of professional 
psychologists engaged in 

specialty practice.

VALUE 
STATEMENT

Board Certification through 
the American Board of 

Professional Psychology 
(ABPP) provides peer 

and public recognition of 
demonstrated competence 

in its affiliated specialty 
areas. Additionally, Board 

Certification through ABPP 
provides the professional 

with increased opportunities 
for career growth, including 
employability, mobility, and 

financial compensation.

DIVERSITY 
STATEMENT

Valuing diversity is what institutions 
and members of a community do to 

acknowledge the benefits of their 
differences and similarities. The American 

Board of Professional Psychology 
purposefully works to build sustainable 

relationships among people and 
institutions with diverse membership. 

As an organization that values diversity, 
ABPP works to ensure that it appropriately 
affiliates with individuals and institutions 

that provide equal treatment and access to 
resources and decisions for all community 

members representing all aspects of 
individual and cultural diversity. These 

aspects include, but are not limited to: race, 
ethnicity, gender, age, sexual orientation, 
disability status, and special populations.


